
How can I access the Trusts Registration Service? 

The registration form is available online. Please use the following link for further details on how to gain 

access to the TRS: www.gov.uk/trusts-taxes/trustees-tax-responsibilities 

Where can I find September’s Trusts & Estate Newsletter? 

You can use the following link to find September’s Trusts & Estates Newsletter:  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/hm-revenue-and-customs-trusts-and-estates-newsletters 

How can agents outside the UK access Agent Services to register a trust? 

If an agent is based outside the UK, they are not able to access the service, which is only available to 

UK based agencies at the moment. Their options are: -  

Do they have a UK base/office that they could use to register on the service? If not, are they a trustee 

of the trust? If so, they can register in the lead trustee role. Failing that, is there another trustee who 

can register the trust?  

If none of the above are possible, call our helpline on 0300 123 1072 and we can send you a ‘data 

capture sheet’ through the post, in order to register the trust(s).  

What happens if the trust was set up several years or decades ago and we have no way of knowing 

the value of assets at the time when the trust was set up?  

If you are registering a trust where the value of assets were notified to HMRC previously through 

either 41G paper or SA900 tax returns then you should just complete the “Other Asset” field using the 

term – “Already notified”, using a value of “£1”. 

How do I register Estates where a Trust Corporation is the sole executor and therefore does not 

have a National Insurance Number, passport or date of birth? 

We are aware that the estate registration form does not currently allow Corporate Executors to 
register in that role. Therefore, we have come up with the following to allow Corporate Executors to 
register estates:   

 Name; the corporate executor will need to split their name over two lines, to cover the 

mandatory fields 

 Date of birth; 01/01/1900 is the oldest date we can use and in most cases this will show us 

that the registration was completed by a corporate executor 

 NINO; answer ‘No’ 

 Passport etc Country of Issue; Complete with the most relevant country. Note that if you use 

United Kingdom, it must be written in full. This is because United Kingdom is the standard, 

rather than the shortened version of UK  

 Passport etc number; Complete with the word Corporation.  

 Passport etc expiry date; use 01/01/2099 

 Address, phone number and email; this will be your standard address, phone number and 

email.  

 

Which trusts need to use the Trusts Registration Service? 

All trusts where a UK tax liability falls on the trustees will need to be registered. Also, where there is 

tax to pay the trustees must ensure and confirm the Trust Register is accurate and up to date, 

guaranteeing their legislative obligations are complied with. This includes those trusts that have 

already registered with HMRC using the 41G (Trust) form.  

http://www.gov.uk/trusts-taxes/trustees-tax-responsibilities
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hm-revenue-and-customs-trusts-and-estates-newsletters


Which trusts do not need to use the Trusts Registration Service? 

You do not need to register if there is no income arising and no likelihood of the trustees paying tax in 

the foreseeable future. However, where the trustees need to submit a self-assessment return, for 

example where they need to claim a relief to cover a capital gain, the only way to get a UTR is by 

registering the trust. Although those trusts will have registered, you should note that: -  

 Trustees with no tax to pay are not tied to the deadlines imposed by the Regulations, just the 

standard 5 October SA deadline 

 Trustees with no tax to pay don’t have to complete the annual update, although they may 

choose to do so, and 

 Those trusts that don’t need a UTR (for example where an IHT charge is covered by a relief), 

do not need to use the service.  

 

You do not need to register if the trust is a bare trust. That is where the beneficiaries have an 

immediate and absolute entitlement to the trust capital and any income from that. This is because the 

beneficiaries must show their own income and gains on their personal returns.    

By which date do I need to register the trust using the Trusts Registration Service? 

For new trusts the normal SA reporting deadline of 5 October applies. However, in the first year of 

operation, we are extending the deadline for reporting new trusts and estates to 5 January 2018, for 

this year only.  

Existing trusts need to be registered by 31 January 2018. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



What details should I provide where the transfer into the trust was made during the settlor's 

lifetime but they have since died? 

In this situation, you can take the following action: -  

 Name and DOB should be straightforward 

 National Insurance Number (NINO); if you know or can find the settlors NINO easily, use it. It 

makes the process a lot easier. If you don’t know or can’t find the settlors NINO easily, then 

answer ‘No’ to the settlor NINO question. 

 Passport or ID card country of issue; complete this with the most relevant country  

 Passport or ID card number; complete this with deceased and the year of death, with no 

spaces. For example, where the settlor died in 1980, you will show - deceased1980 

 Passport or ID card expiry date; complete this with the date of death 

 Address; complete this with the settlors last known address. 

 

What details do we need to provide for each role? 

Lead Trustee Individual; Name, date of birth, telephone number, email, NINO (if available). If no NINO 

is available; Passport or ID card country of issue, Passport or ID card number, Passport or ID card 

expiry date and address.  

Lead Trustee Company; Company name, email, UTR (if available). If no UTR is available; address.  

Additional Trustee Individual; Name, date of birth, NINO (if available). If no NINO is available; Passport 

or ID card country of issue, Passport or ID card number, Passport or ID card expiry date and address.  

Settlor Individual; Name, date of birth, telephone number, NINO (if available). If no NINO is available; 

Passport or ID card country of issue, Passport or ID card number, Passport or ID card expiry date and 

address.  

Settlor Company; Company name, UTR (if available). If no UTR is available; address. 

Beneficiary Individual; Name, date of birth, NINO (if available). If no NINO is available; Passport or ID 

card details (if available) and address. 

Beneficiary charity/company/another trust; Name, UTR (if available). Address if UTR not available. 

Protector etc. Individual; Name, date of birth, NINO (if available). If no NINO is available; Passport or ID 

card country of issue, Passport or ID card number, Passport or ID card expiry date and address.  

Protector etc. company; Name, UTR (if available). Address if UTR not available. 

Other Individuals; Name, date of birth, NINO (if available). If no NINO is available; Passport or ID card 

country of issue, Passport or ID card number, Passport or ID card expiry date and address.  

How can other individuals control or influence the trustee? 

 A person who can compel the trustees to dispose of, advance, lend, invest, pay or apply trust 

property.  

 A person who can compel the trustees to vary or terminate the trust. 

 A person who can compel the trustees to add or remove a person as a beneficiary to or from a 

class of beneficiaries. 

 A person who can compel the trustees to appoint or remove trustees. 

 A persons who has the power directly to appoint trustees, or to add or remove beneficiaries. 

 



How do I declare a portfolio of shares? 

Share Company Name; Portfolio of shares 

Number of shares; Total number of shares held in the portfolio on the date the trust was created 

UK company with a UTR; No 

Class of share; Other 

Type of share; Quoted/Unquoted as appropriate 

Value; Total value of the portfolio. 

Will there be an option to carry out a bulk registration e.g. using a spreadsheet? 

At this stage, no. Each registration will need to be filed separately. 

What details do we provide for a Flat Management Company? 

The settlors are the leaseholders who make the payment under S42 LTA 1987. We appreciate that the 
number of settlors that can be shown on the form is limited, so the details of the additional settlors 
can be provided to HMRC in writing.   
 
The amount settled will be the cash paid under S42 LTA 1987.  
 
The beneficiary is likely to be the property in question, which can be recorded under the beneficiary 
type ‘Other’. 
 
Regulation 45(5)(g) says we should provide the full name of any advisors. What are you actually 
looking for here?   
 

To keep administrative burdens on trustees to a minimum the Trust Registration Service simply requires 
the details of the agent (if one exists) that is acting on behalf of the trustee in relation to the trustees’ tax 
affairs.  

No other information of other advisers is required. 
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Thank you for joining us
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